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Zapmap statistics for Q1 2026 show continued growth in 

charging infrastructure  
-​ 13% year on year increase across the board 

-​ 46 additional charging hubs since the start of the year 

 

Zapmap, the UK’s leading charge point mapping service, has published new statistics on 
public EV charger installations in the first quarter of 2026. 

The figures taken from the Zapmap database at the end of March 2026  show 3,028 new 
EV chargers* were installed in the first quarter of 2026. The EV charging infrastructure 
now encompasses 119,080 EV chargers at 46,107  locations spanning en-route, 
destination and on-street charging. The new installations represent a year-on-year 
increase of 13%. 

The highest growth continues to be seen in Ultra-rapid chargers delivering charging 
speeds of 150kW and above, as well as in charging hubs typically located along the 
strategic road network and designed for drivers looking to recharge their vehicle as 
quickly as possible on longer journeys. There are now 12,921 EV chargers in this power 
band, 39% more than in March 2025, and a corresponding marginal drop in the number 
of Rapid chargers, as devices are upgraded to higher power ratings.  

The number of charging hubs across the country (defined as eight or more Rapid or 
Ultra-rapid EV chargers at a single location**) now stands at 1,037, with 46 of them 
being added to the Zapmap database in the past quarter. Zapmap data shows that, 
while the average number of EV charger provision at hubs has been very consistent over 
the past year (≅12), within this, Ultra-rapid EV charger count has steadily increased 
(from <8 to 8.5) as network upgrades are made.  

 



 

Significant new hubs since Zapmap’s last quarterly update include:  

●​ IONITY, in partnership with Hubber, opened its most urban site to date, at Aston 
in Birmingham city centre, providing 12 Ultra-rapid chargers with speeds of up to 
400kW 

●​ Duracell E-Charge, launched its second site, a short distance from the 
Metrocentre in Newcastle, providing charging of up to 300kW for 12 EVs  

●​ GRIDSERVE  announced the opening of a new hub with Roadchef at Folkestone 
Services, providing 12 Ultra-rapid chargers with speeds of up to 360kW 

●​ Osprey Charging opened a new hub at Twyford Services, Evesham, providing 16 
Ultra-rapid chargers – one of the largest public charging hubs in the region 

Destination charging, where people charge when stopped, rather than stopping to 
charge,  covers several use cases, and for those cases with a sub-four hour dwell time, 
such as gyms and supermarkets, whilst <50KW remains the majority, there is a trend 
towards installing more Rapid / Ultra-rapid charge points in these locations. 

Developments over the past quarter include: 

●​ A partnership between RAW Charging and Landsec to deliver charging for 1,000 
EVs across 28 retail locations, including Bluewater shopping centre, Kent, which 
promises to be the largest retail destination EV charging hub in the UK 

●​ Charging of up to 150kW for 16 EVs  went live at Ravenside retail location, 
Chesterfield, as part of the same RAW Charging / Landsec collaboration 

●​ IONITY opened two new charging locations in Scotland, providing Ultra-rapid 
charging in Inverness and Fort William, close to Ben Nevis 
 

Many destination chargers are still Standard / Standard Plus (<50kW) and provide 
charging for longer stops and top-ups, such as in car parks and at tourist attractions.  
Combined with on-street charging, also predominantly <50kW, there are 91,708 
chargers in this category, representing 77% of the total.  

On-street chargers,  designed for overnight or full-day charging, are aimed at drivers 
who wish to charge close to home but do not have off-street parking — this category is 
likely to become increasingly significant as more drivers make the transition to electric 
vehicles. This use-case has seen 6,552 new additions over the past twelve months, 
bringing the total to 37,122.  



 

While the capital continues to lead the way on both EV adoption and on-street charging, 
with the majority of these chargers (25,463)  located in Greater London, the first quarter 
of 2026 saw many announcements around the award of LEVI (Local Electric Vehicle 
Infrastructure) contracts. LEVI funding is designed to deliver local charging, typically 
on-street, especially in areas where charging at home isn’t an option. With the tender 
and commercial contract process for these awards taking longer than initially expected, 
we are yet to see these announcements translating into a significant impact on the 
figures.  

Announcements of LEVI awards in the first three months of 2026 included: 

●​ Believ began its rollout of c. 6,000 chargers across Suffolk, supported by £5.3m  
of LEVI funding 

●​ Believ also announced its partnership with Plymouth City Council to deliver 
around 440 dual chargers across the city by 2028, with the first installations 
expected this summer  

●​ Urban Fox secured a 20-year contract with Kent County Council to supply up to 
10,000 chargers across the county 

●​ Dorset Council and Bournemouth, Christchurch and Poole Council joined forces to 
deliver over 3,000 on-street EV chargers over the next five years, with Connected 
Kerb securing the LEVI-supported contract.  

Zapmap’s latest charging statistics come alongside news from the Society of Motor 
Manufacturers & Traders confirming March as the best month on record for Battery 
electric vehicles (BEVs) with 86,120 registrations in the month, a YoY increase of 24.2%. 
This brings the total number of pure-electric cars on the UK's roads to  1,971,764.  

Melanie Shufflebotham, Co-founder & COO at Zapmap, said: 

“Steady growth in the roll-out of charging infrastructure has continued in the first 
quarter of the year. It’s encouraging to see 46 brand new hub locations, throughout the 
length and breadth of the British Isles. This is what Zapmap’s driver satisfaction survey 
consistently tells us EV drivers most want and need.  

“At the other end of the charging spectrum, we’re also pleased to see LEVI contracts 
beginning to be awarded and on-street installations getting underway; this is all import 
as we see a record number of drivers this month making the transition to electric 
vehicles.” 

 



 

Jarrod Birch, Head of Policy and Public Affairs, ChargeUK said:  

“In a record month for EV sales the charging industry has delivered another strong 
quarter. Nearly 40% year on year growth in Ultra-rapid charging with EV hubs popping 
up all over the country is giving drivers the confidence to make the switch, whilst a strong 
pipeline of LEVI funded on-street and near-home chargers will soon come through to 
make it more feasible for those who cannot charge at home. As the Iran conflict is 
pushing petrol prices up and consumer interest in going electric is growing, now is the 
time for the government to double down on EVs with stable policy and addressing the 
affordability of public EV charging.”  

 

- ENDS - 

Notes:  
 
*From February 2026, Zapmap switched to using EV chargers (EVSE) as our lead metric in 
infrastructure stats, to align with changes in the way that the DfT now reports official public 
charging infrastructure statistics. Power band descriptors have also been updated, with ‘Slow 
and ‘Fast’ becoming ‘Standard’ and ‘Standard plus’, providing more intuitive language for EV 
drivers and a better reflection of the charging experience. A full explanation of these changes 
can be found on our EV charging statistics page.   
**The way Zapmap categorises EV charging hubs has also changed in line with the above, 
meaning that counts  may not align with figures published prior to February 2026.  
 
About Zapmap 
 
Zapmap was founded in 2014 with a mission to to accelerate the transition to low emission 
mobility by helping people switch to electric vehicles. The Zapmap app helps EV drivers find and 
pay for public charging with confidence and has over one million registered users. This is 
powered by Zapmap’s charge point data with unrivalled coverage, detailed information and 24/7 
live availability data. 

An integral part of supporting the wider EV industry, Zapmap Insights is the leading source of EV 
charging data and insights, providing unrivalled data and expert analysis into the shape and 
usage of EV charging infrastructure, as well as the attitudes and behaviours of EV drivers.  

For more information, please visit www.zapmap.com. 

 
Accompanying graphic: Growth of EV chargers: March 2026 year-on-year. 

https://www.zapmap.com/ev-stats/how-many-charging-points
http://www.zap-map.com/


 

 
 

1.​ Breakdown of EV chargers by power rating (UK) 

Power rating 

EV chargers  
end March  

2025 

EV chargers 
end March 

2026 
YOY growth 

Standard / 
Standard Plus 

(<50kW) 
81,891 91,708 12.0% 

Rapid (50kW - 
149kW) 14,557 14,451 -0.7% 

Ultr-rapid 
(150kW+) 9,323 12,921 38.6% 

Charging hubs  826 1,037 25.5% 

Total 105,771 119,080 12.6% 

Source: Zapmap database, 31st March 2026 

* Charging hub = eight  or more Rapid or Ultra-rapid EV chargers, excludes Tesla non-public 
hubs 

 

2.​ Breakdown of rapid/ultra-rapid chargers by geographical area (UK) 



 

Region March 2025 March  2026 YOY growth 

East Midlands 1,734 2,017 16.3% 

East of England 2,440 3,029 24.1% 

Greater London 2,228 2,462 10.5% 

North East 742 878 18.3% 

North West 2,358 2,929 24.2% 

N. Ireland 296 355 19.9% 

Scotland 2,945 3,171 7.7% 

South East 3,506 3,823 9.0% 

South West 2,414 2,732 13.2% 

Wales 1,111 1,261 13.5% 

West Midlands 2,293 2,676 16.7% 

Yorkshire and the 
Humber 1,813 2,039 12.5% 

Total 23,880 27,372 14.6% 
 
Source: Zapmap database, 31st March 2026 

Rapid (50-149kW) and Ultra-rapid (150+kW) 

Net new figures reflect the number of additions to the Zapmap database minus those EV 
chargers that have been removed from the database.  

From August 2025, to align with DfT official statistics provided by Zapmap, we have excluded 
Channel Islands and Isle of Man from the total charger count, meaning totals in these tables may 
not align with previously published figures.  


	●​Believ began its rollout of c. 6,000 chargers across Suffolk, supported by £5.3m  of LEVI funding 

